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In the third whereas clause, strike ‘‘are 

members of Cruise Lines International Asso-
ciation and’’. 

In the seventh whereas clause, strike 
‘‘Cruise Lines International Association 
and’’. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 486 

Whereas cruise travel professionals support 
policies and practices that foster a safe, se-
cure, healthy, and sustainable cruise ship en-
vironment and are dedicated to promoting 
the cruise travel experience; 

Whereas approximately 10,000 travel agen-
cies and 19,000 individual cruise travel pro-
fessionals participate in ongoing professional 
development and training programs to build 
cruise industry knowledge; 

Whereas cruise travel professionals deliver 
value to consumers by providing advice on 
choosing the best cruise based on the budg-
ets and interests of the customers and tak-
ing the worry out of vacation planning by ar-
ranging the details of vacations; 

Whereas cruise passengers have consist-
ently ranked cruise travel professionals as 
the most helpful sources of information and 
service among all distribution channels used 
for purchasing cruises; 

Whereas 70 percent of cruise passengers 
from the United States use a cruise travel 
professional to plan and book a cruise vaca-
tion; 

Whereas cruise travel professionals across 
the world celebrate and promote October as 
‘‘Plan a Cruise Month’’; 

Whereas the United States has the most 
cruise passengers in the world, with almost 
11,500,000 cruise passengers in 2014; 

Whereas the cruise industry in the United 
States generated 375,000 jobs across all 50 
States in 2014; and 

Whereas, in 2014, the cruise industry spent 
$21,000,000,000 directly with United States 
businesses and generated $46,000,000,000 in 
gross outputs due to the spending of cruise 
lines and the crew and passengers of cruise 
lines, including indirect economic impacts: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates the inaugural ‘‘Cruise 

Travel Professional Month’’ in October 2016; 
(2) acknowledges the creativity and profes-

sionalism of the men and women of the 
cruise travel professional community; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe ‘‘Cruise Travel Profes-
sional Month’’ with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

f 

WELCOMING PRIME MINISTER LEE 
HSIEN-LOONG TO THE UNITED 
STATES 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 565, S. Res. 515. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 515) welcoming Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien-Loong to the United 
States and reaffirming Singapore’s strategic 
partnership with the United States, encom-
passing broad and robust economic, military- 
to-military, law enforcement, and counter-
terrorism cooperation. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 515) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of June 29, 2016, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS ON THE PESHMERGA OF 
THE KURDISTAN REGION OF 
IRAQ 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 566, S. Con. Res. 41. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 41) 
expressing the sense of Congress on the 
Peshmerga of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions with amendments, as follows: 

(The parts of the concurrent resolu-
tion intended to be stricken are shown 
in boldface brackets and the parts of 
the concurrent resolution intended to 
be inserted are shown in italic.) 

S. CON. RES. 41 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) the Peshmerga of the Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq have been one of the most effective 
fighting forces in the military campaign 
against the Islamic State of Iraq and al- 
Sham (ISIS); 

(2) the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham 
poses an acute threat to the Iraqi people and 
territorial integrity of Iraq, including the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, and the security 
and stability of the Middle East; 

(3) the severe budget shortfalls faced by 
both the Government of Iraq and the 
Kurdistan Regional Government are hin-
dering the stability of Iraq and have the po-
tential to undermine long-term efforts to 
bring about the sustainable defeat of the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and al-Sham; 

(4) the $415,000,000 pledged by the United 
States Government to the Kurdish 
Peshmerga in April of 2016, in coordination 
with the Government of Iraq, in addition to 
the $65,000,000 already provided from the Iraq 
Train and Equip Fund, should remain a pri-
ority for the United States as part of the 
continued support for Iraqi Security Forces, 
including the Peshmerga, in the fight 
against the Islamic State of Iraq and al- 
Sham; 

ø(5) the Peshmerga should receive all 
weapons and equipment that the United 
States, in coordination with the Government 
of Iraq, agrees to provide in an expeditious 
and in a timely manner;¿ 

(5) the Peshmerga should receive all weapons 
and equipment that the United States, by, with, 
and through the Government of Iraq, agrees to 

provide in an expeditious and in a timely man-
ner; 

(6) it should be the policy of the United States 
to support, within the framework of the Iraq 
Constitution, Iraqi Security Forces, the Kurdish 
Peshmerga in Iraq, Sunni tribal forces, and 
other local security forces, including threatened 
ethnic and religious minority groups, in the 
campaign against the Islamic State of Iraq and 
al-Sham; 

(7) ensuring the safe resettlement and re-
integration of ethnic and religious minorities, 
including Christians (among them Assyrian, 
Chaldean, Syriac, Armenian, Evangelical, 
Antiochian and Greek Orthodox, Maronite, 
Melkite, and Roman Catholic communities), 
Yezidis, Turkmen, Shi’a, Shabak, Sabaean- 
Mandeans, and Kaka’i, among others, including 
victims of genocide, into their homelands in 
Iraq, including the Ninevah Plain, is a critical 
component toward achieving a safe, secure, and 
sovereign Iraq; 

ø(6)¿ (8) the Peshmerga require equipment 
that will allow them to defend themselves 
and their coalition advisers against the in-
creased use of vehicle-borne improvised ex-
plosive devices by the Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham; 

ø(7)¿ (9) the Peshmerga are vital partners 
in the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham; and 

ø(8)¿ (10) in coordination with the Govern-
ment of Iraq, the United States will endeav-
or to increase assistance to Iraqi Kurdish 
Forces to enhance their combat medicine 
and logistical capabilities, to defend inter-
nally displaced persons and refugees, and to 
defend the Peshmerga and their coalition ad-
visers. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous 
consent that the committee-reported 
amendments be agreed to, the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendments 
were agreed to. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 41), as amended, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

S. CON. RES. 41 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) the Peshmerga of the Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq have been one of the most effective 
fighting forces in the military campaign 
against the Islamic State of Iraq and al- 
Sham (ISIS); 

(2) the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham 
poses an acute threat to the Iraqi people and 
territorial integrity of Iraq, including the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, and the security 
and stability of the Middle East; 

(3) the severe budget shortfalls faced by 
both the Government of Iraq and the 
Kurdistan Regional Government are hin-
dering the stability of Iraq and have the po-
tential to undermine long-term efforts to 
bring about the sustainable defeat of the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and al-Sham; 

(4) the $415,000,000 pledged by the United 
States Government to the Kurdish 
Peshmerga in April of 2016, in coordination 
with the Government of Iraq, in addition to 
the $65,000,000 already provided from the Iraq 
Train and Equip Fund, should remain a pri-
ority for the United States as part of the 
continued support for Iraqi Security Forces, 
including the Peshmerga, in the fight 
against the Islamic State of Iraq and al- 
Sham; 
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